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Dear Arif Naushahi, 

Salatn. I hope you have been well. Attached please find 
my preface to your Urdu translation of the muqaddama of 
your book, Ahval o Sokhnan-i Khw ja 'Ubayd Allah Ahr r. 
It is indeed a pleasure to write the preface to your outstanding 
publication. As I looked more carefully at your book 1 realized 
even more the great contribution you have made on so many 
levels - in terms of paleography and historiography, in terms of 
your wonderful work in editing and commenting on the texts 
and the variances, and on the organization of information, and 
your wonderfully useful indices. Thank you! 

Please feel free to make an editorial changes to my 
preface that you see fit, particularly in making the Urdu 
translation readable and understandable, I tried to be fairly 
brief in my remarks since you have really said it all in your 
muqaddama. Please let me know if you have received the 



attachment successfully. I will be away from Dushanbe from 
27 April to 4 May in Zerafshon valley. 

Have you received the copies of the Dushanbe letters? 

With best wishes, 

Ba ehtaram, 

Jo-Ann 
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PREFACE 

2004 AD marks the 600th anniversary of the birth of 
the esteemed and renowned Naqshbandi pir of 
fifteenth-century Mawarannahr, Khw ja Ubayd Allah Ahr r 
(1404-1490). Khwaja Ahrar's exemplary spiritual, social, 
political, and economic role in Central Eurasia distinguishes 
him as an extraordinary Sufi shaykh whose life was devoted to 
both his inner spiritual journey and training of mu rids and 
khalifas, and his worldly activities intended to uphold the 
Shari'ah and maintain peace and justice in the sovereign 
domain and among the Muslim populace in the late Timurid 
period. As scholars and students of Sufism and the social 
history of Central Eurasia, we are blessed with an unusually 
broad range of primary sources on the life, sayings, activities, 
and writings of Khwaja Ahrar. Dr. Arif Naushahi's 
publication, Ahval o Sokhnan-i Khw ja 'Ubayd Allah Ahr r, 
has significantly advanced our understanding of Khwaja Ahrar 
and revealed the impressive extent to which his life and 
activities have been documented. 

Previous to the publication of Dr. Naushahi's book, the 
only published biographical text available on Khwaja Ahrar 
was the well known Rashahat-i ayn al-hayal of Fakhr al-Din 
Kashifi, Dr, Naushahi's book makes three earlier and very 
important hagiographical sources on Khwaja Ahrar available 
to readers for the first time: Masmu'at, by Mir Abd al-Avval 
Nishapuri (also known as MalfuzatA Ahrar), the anonymous 
Malfuzat-i Khwaja Ahrar, and the Manaqih-i Ahrar (also 



known as Khawariq-i *Adat~i Khwaja Uhayd Allah Ahrar). 
Dr. Naushahi's work reveals not only the significance of the 
malfumi tradition in post-Mongol Central Eurasia, but also the 
degree to which Khwaja Ahrar s murids dedicated themselves 
to recording and memorializing his life, sayings, and activities. 
In addition to the three hagiographical sources, Dr. Naushahi's 
book includes a collection of forty two of Khwaja Ahrar's 
letters gathered from various literary sources and manuscript 
collections which were addressed to the Timurid Sultans Abu 
Sa'id and Ahmad Mirza, to v Abd al-Rahman Jami and Ali 
Shir Nava'i at the Timurid court in Herat, and to his murids, 
various shaykhs, and close relations. Dr. Naushahi's book, 
when supplemented with the publication of Khwaja Ahrar's 
letters from the Tashkent autograph manuscript, Majmua-i 
murasalaU the publication of Khwaja Ahrar's waqfs and 
purchase deeds, and other historical and literary sources 
detailed in this publication, provide us with a close-hand, 
detailed, and multi-layered perspective on the spiritual, social, 
economic, and political contributions of Khwaja 'Ubyayd 
Allah Ahrar and the legacy that he left behind for future 
generations. 

Dr. Naushahi's meticulous comparative analysis of 
textual variances between the manuscript sources, specifically 
the oldest Islamabad GanjBakhsh Library copy of 'Abd 
al-Avval's Malfuzat- Ahrar, as compared with four other 
manuscript copies from Tehran, Islamabad, and Lucknow, and 
his analysis of the Patna and Istanbul copies of the Khawariq-i 
adat-i Khwaja ^Ubayd Allah Ahrar, contribute greatly to our 
knowledge of the paleographic aspects of the texts and the 






character of their compilation over time. His extensive 
commentary on the texts and the useful indices will prove 
useful to scholars for years to come. 

It is a special pleasure for me to introduce the Urdu 
translation of the Mttqaddama of my colleague Dr. Naushahi's 
Ahval a Sukhnan-i Khwaja Ubayd Allah Ahrar on the 
occasion of the 600th anniversary of Khwaja Ahrar's birth. 
The copious information he provides in this edition about the 
written sources on Khwaja Ahrar and his descendants, the 
significance of the manuscript sources, his family background, 
education, spiritual training, spiritual and worldly activities, 
his political and economic roles, and the historical record of 
the Ahrari family in Pakistan and Hind, sheds light on the 
exceptional career and important legacy of Khwaja Ubayd 
Allah Ahrar in Central Eurasia, Pakistan. India, Iran, and 
indeed, the entire Islamic world. 

Jo- A nn Gross 
Dushanbe, Tajikistan 

April 24, 2004 

I. Fakhr al-Diii "All b. al-Husayn al-Va v iz Kashifi, Rashahat-i \iyn 
al-hayat, ed. v Ali Asghar Mifiniyan, 2 vols. (Tehran, 1356/1977). 

ii. Jo-Ann Gross and Asom Urunbaev, The Letters of Khwaja ^Ubayd 
Allah Ahrar and his Associates [Persian transcription, English 
translation and introductory chapters, Persian facsimile of the 
original manuscript] (Brill, 2002). 

iii, O.D. Chekhovich, Samarkandskie dohumenty XV-XVf w. [The 
Samarkand Documents of the 15th- 16th Century; Russian translation 
with Persian transcription and facsimile of the original documents] 
(Moscow, 1974). 
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